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In its most 2010 report entitled ñIncome, Poverty and Health Insurance Coverage in the United 

Statesò, the United States Census Bureau reported that the poverty rate has increased from the 

year 2008 to 2009.
1
  The number of people in poverty increased from 39.9 million to 43.6 million. 

Thus the official poverty rate in 2009 was 14.3%.  One in every 7 persons was living in poverty; 

20.7% of children (1 in every 5) were living in poverty. Among Whites, Blacks, Hispanics and 

Asians, only Asian showed no increase in the rate of persons living in poverty. For related 

children under age 18 in families with female headed household, 44.4% were living in poverty 

compared to 11% of children living in married couples households.  Also for children under age 

6 in single female headed household, the poverty rate was 54.3% - four times related children in 

married couple families (13.4%). 

The above are a few statistics from the report revealing the extent of people in poverty in the 

United States in 2009. 

The community assessment by CAC began prior to release of this report and the census data in 

the assessment were based on US Census Bureau the 2006 ï 2008 American Community 

Survey. However, 2010 Census data were available for Howard County as a whole but not for 

the selected places such as Columbia and Ellicott City.  The new data has been incorporated in 

the section on Howard County Demographics.  Once census data in the selected places 

became available, CAC will study the data and issue a supplemental assessment report. 

1: Introduction  

Preface 
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1.1  

 

In 1964, Congress passed the Economic 

Opportunity Act to begin Americaôs War on 

Poverty. As a result of this initiative, a network 

of Community Action Agencies sprang up all 

over the country to alleviate the impact of 

poverty at the local level and to support 

people with low incomes improve the quality 

of their lives. All Community Action Agencies 

are overseen by a state agency designated by 

the Office of Community Services of the 

Administration for Children and Families, U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services. In 

Maryland, this state agency is the Department 

of Housing and Community Development 

(DHCD). Every three years, all Community 

Action Agencies must conduct a thorough 

needs assessment of this service area and 

create a Community Action Plan. 

In 1965, Community Action Council of Howard 

County, Md. Inc. (CAC) was designated as 

the agency to carry out anti-poverty work in 

Howard County, Maryland. Over the years, as 

the needs of the community changed and new 

funding opportunities became available, the 

agency changed and has grown 

tremendously.  

Today, Community Action Council of Howard 

County is an umbrella agency that provides 

the overall leadership, policy guidance, 

coordination, and support necessary to 

successfully manage a wide array of over 40 

grants. The agency has an annual budget of 

$10 million, employs 80 employees, and 

serves over 4,200 households each year.  

1: Introduction  

CACôs Planning and Program Development 

Committee of the Board of Directors oversaw 

this process and consulted widely with 

stakeholder groups while delineating these 

needs . We heard from staff, other 

organizations and businesses, community 

residents with low incomes, and county 

leaders. 

We conducted a focus group, did extensive 

research into secondary sources of 

information about our community, and 

analyzed responses from surveys completed 

by staff, community organizations, and adult 

constituents with low incomes. The Board of 

Directors, the President, the Planning and 

Program Development Committee, Program 

Directors, and staff all played key roles in 

pulling this information together. 

This Community Action Needs Assessment is 

simply a slice in time of a dynamic process 

that continues all year round, every year. 

Assessment and planning do not stop with the 

publication of this report. As conditions in our 

communities change, we will adjust the routes 

that we take to reach the goals we have set 

for ourselves. And we may need to set new 

goals. We are confident that defining our 

communityôs needs will result in better service 

to our participants, better outcomes for them, 

and a clearer path for all of us to follow. 

Objectives 
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1.2 

 

For nearly 50 years, Community Action Council of Howard County (CAC) has led the way in 

addressing issues of poverty for low-income individuals and families, meeting immediate needs and 

helping them strive for greater stability and self-sufficiency. 

CAC is a private nonprofit organization that annually serves more than 4,300 low-income families 

across the county achieve economic security through programs such as Head Start, Weatherization, 

Energy Assistance, Food Bank, Housing Assistance, or Financial Counseling.   

CACôs mission is to provide programs and services to low-income residents of Howard County in 

order to alleviate the effects of poverty; to promote self-sufficiency as a means of interrupting the 

cycle of poverty; and to stimulate increased awareness of, and responsiveness to, the needs of the 

low-income population on the part of the larger community. 

1: Introduction  

  Overview of Community Action Council of Howard County 
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1.3 

 

The assessment was conceived and coordinated by the Community Action Council of Howard 

County. Data was collected by several partners around the county.  This group consisted of: 

 

Association of Community Services of Howard County 

Columbia Housing Corporation  

Domestic Violence Center of Howard County  

Family and Childrenôs Services of Central Maryland 

Foreign Born Information and Referral Network 

Grassroots Crisis Intervention Center 

Healthy Families 

Howard County Department of Housing and Community Development 

Howard County Department of Social Services 

Howard County District Court 

Howard County Mental Health Authority 

Howard County Public School System 

Legal Aid Bureau, Inc. 

Maryland State Department of Housing and Community Development 

Rebuilding Together 

The Judy Center 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

Women, Infants, and Children 

Workforce Development 

1: Introduction  

 Groups and Organizations Involved in this Assessment 
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2.1  

 
 

The Office of Economic Opportunity issued instructions for Community Action Agencies in 1970 that 

state, ñA Community Action Agencyôs effectiveness is measured not only by the services which it 

directly provides, but more importantly by the improvement and changes it achieves toward the poor 

and in allocation and focusing of public and private resources for anti-poor purposes.ò  The guidance 

continues to state, ñCommunity Action Agencies must develop both a long range strategy and 

specific, short-range plans for using potential resources, in developing its strategy and plans, the 

Community Action Agency shall take into account the areas of greatest community need, the 

availability of resources, and its own strengths and limitations.ò 

2: Purpose of Assessment  

Community Services Block Grant 
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3.1 & 3.2 

 

This assessment has two components: (1) Agency Survey that collected information about the 
available services, and (2) Client Survey which collected information from individuals using services.  

3.1 Instrument Development  

The data collection instruments for this study were based on the questionnaires used in the 2005 
assessment, revised to reflect the 2005 data collection experience. 

The 2010 agency survey instrument was completely changed to provide a broader yet deeper 
understanding of the service delivery system. 

3: Methods  

3.2 Primary Data  

(Community and Agency Survey) 

Client Survey was distributed to clients at 
CACôs head quarters, Howard County Food 
Bank, North Laurel Multi-Service Center which 
houses Domestic Violence Center, FIRN, 
DSS, Grassroots, WIC, Workforce 
Development, Family and Children Services, 
and Legal Aid Bureau. The surveys were also 
completed at Dasher Green, Tubman, and 
Ellicott City Head Start Centers, the Howard 
County Department of Social Services and 
FIRN offices in Columbia. 

The Community Survey was crafted to 
examine how well specific programs serve the 
participants from their perspective. 

The initial questions centered on collecting 
basic demographic information on the 
participants. Not all questions received a 
response. The largest number of participant 
responses to a question was 237. The lowest 
number of responses to any one particular 
question was 77. 

Instrument Development and Primary Data 

Are You a Head Start Household?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of the respondents, 80% were a Head Start 

household and 20% were not. 

What is Your Age?  

As shown above, approximately half the respon-

dents were between the ages 35-60, with 35% 

between 22-35 years of age. 
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What is Your Zip Code?  
 

 

Fifty-six percent of the respondents lived in North 
Laurel or East Columbia zip codes. Twelve 
percent lived in West Columbia and 12% in Ellicott 
City zip codes. 

What is Your Marital Status? 

 

Forty-eight percent of the respondents were 
single, while 39% were married. Thirty-five 
percent were divorced or separated. 
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50
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3: Methods  

What is Your Race?  

Fifty-three percent of the respondents were Black,  

25% were Caucasians, and 11% were Hispanics. 

 

What is Your Total Household Income?  

The chart shows that 48% of the respondents had 

a household income of less than $9,500 and of 

that 37% had income of less than $3,500. Only 

18% of respondents had a household income of 

more than $27,500. 
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What is Your Primary Source of Income?

 
Almost half (48%) of the respondents were 
gainfully employed. Seventeen percent depended 
on social services and almost 13% had 
unemployment insurance benefits as the primary 
source of income. 

A. Social Services income includes Temporary Cash 
Assistance to Needy Families 

 
B. Other income includes loans, savings, SSI, Food 
Stamps, Line of Credit, Housekeeping, Baby Sitting, 
Being Supported by a Relative 

Services Needed & Used in Last Year?  

 

Twenty-five respondents needed/used Head Start 
in the past year for Child Care services and 17% 
accessed. 

Purchase of Care offered by Department of Social 
Services. 

Head Start
Private 

Day Care

A fter 
School 

Program

Purchase 
of Care 

Series1 25 13 9 17

25%

13%
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17%
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15

20

25

30

3: Methods  

Services Needed & Used in Last Year  

Housing and Social Services Assistance?  

 

Service Percent Agency 

Emergency Assistance / Crisis Services 

Crisis Intervention 3 CAC 

Domestic Violence 5 DVC 

Homeless Shelter 5   

Employment Services 

Job Training Program 23 Workforce 

Unemployment Funds 14 Md. Job Service 

Energy/Heating Assistance 

Md. Energy Assistance 41 CAC 

Fuel Fund 22 CAC 

Electric Universal Service 

Program 

20 CAC 

Weatherization 4 CAC 

Food Assistance 

Food Bank 21 CAC 

SNAP (Food Stamps) 48 DSS 

WIC 24 Health Dept. 

Housing Assistance 

Eviction Prevention 10 CAC 

Rental Assistance 13 CAC & Ho. Co. 

DHCD 

Public Housing 33 Ho. Co. DHCD 

Homeownership Loans & 

Consultation 

6 Ho. Co. DHCD 

Social Service Assistance 

Temporary Cash Assis-

tance 

18 DSS 

Other Funds/Job Training 3 DSS 
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Health Services 

 

Seventy-Six percent of respondents indicated that 
they used the medical assistance provided by the 
Department of Social Services. 

Note: Zero respondents indicated that they 
accessed Healthy Howard. As such, the 
information is not depicted on the chart even 
though the question was posed. 

 
Transportation?  

 
Five percent of respondents indicated using public 
transportation in the past year. 

 

Have You Applied for Services and were 

Denied?  

Eighty-two percent of respondents reported that 
their request for services had been honored while 
18% reported being denied services. 

Respondents were asked to list reasons for denial 
of service. Most did not; six indicated being over-
income as a reason; and three were not able to 
obtain required matching funds for Fuel Fund 
assistance. 

 

 

11%

6%

76%

6% 1%
Health Alliance/Free 
Clinic

Mental Heal th

Medical Asst.

Drug and Al cohol 
Treatment

Breast & Cervical 
Cancer Screening

3: Methods  

Have You Applied for Services and Could not 

Receive because of Waiting List?  

Only 21% of the respondents indicated that they 
applied for a service and a waiting list prevented 
them from getting the service.  

A sample of services for which they applied 
includes Purchase of Care Vouchers; Section 8 
Housing; Subsidized Housing; Rental and Medical 
Assistance. 

 

Summary of Survey Results and Clientôs High 

Priority Needs  

In totality the data reflects that the fifty-six percent  

of the respondents live in Columbia or North 

Laurel, are single heads of household, 53% are 

African American, 25% Caucasian, and 11% 

Hispanic, more than 48% earn less than $9,500 

annually, 48% are gainfully employed.  

High priority needs with lower availability: 

Affordable housing, medical care, dental care, 

transportation and living wage jobs are high 

priority services that are hard to access. 

 

Response Rate  

CAC collected 237 responses from Client 
Surveys.  



12 

 

4.1  

 

4: Community Profile  

Howard County Demographics 

Howard County, centrally located between 

Baltimore, Maryland and Washington, D.C., has 

been one of the areaôs fastest growing counties. A 

county of 251 square miles, it has experienced a 

34% population increase over the past decade.2 

According to the 2009 American Community 

Survey, the white population in the county 

represents 65.7% of the total population.3 African 

American represents 18.5%. The Asian population 

represents 12.4% of the total population. 

Hispanics represent 5.4% of the total countyôs 

population. 

The foreign born population represents 14.9% of 

the total population with the primary immigrant 

groups being Korean and Chinese. The bi-racial 

population is a little over 7,500 which represents 

2.1% of the total population. The county is split in 

population almost evenly between males and 

females with 49.5% and 50.5% respectively. The 

countyôs median age is 37.8. 

 Howard County Ethnicity Profile  

 Characteristic Percent 

 281,884 

 White 65.7% 

 African-American/Black 18.5% 

 Asian 12.4% 

 Hispanic 5.4% 

 Mixed or Biracial 2.1% 

 American Indian 0.2% 

 Other race 1.1% 

 
Foreign Born Population 14.9% 

   

 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 1-Year 
Estimates, 2009 

   

Howard County Household Demographics 

Characteristic Total U.S. 

Median Household 

Income 

$101,940 $50,221 

Median Family  

Income 

$120,260 $61,082 

Per Capita Income 

(2008 Inflation  

Adjusted Dollars) 

$45,255 $26,530 

Average Household 

Size 

2.76 2.63 

Average Family Size 3.25 3.23 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey  

1-Year Estimates, 2009 

 

Howard County is one of the most affluent and 

educated counties in the United States. According 

to the 2007 American Community Survey, Howard 

Countyôs median household income was 

$101,940, making it third highest in the county and 

highest in Maryland.4 Both the Median household 

income as well as family income in Howard 

County increased from 2006-2008 to 2010 while 

the national household and family income 

decreased. The per capita income is $45,255. 

However, according to the Howard County 

Economic Development Authorityós most recent 

report in May 2010, the per capita income had 

declined to $43,133.2 The average family size in 

Howard County is 3.25 which is similar to the 

average for the average for the U.S. There were 

100,979 households with an average of 2.76 

persons per household.  

The majority of the county population is 

concentrated in the communities of Columbia, 

Ellicott City, Elkridge, Clarksville, North Laurel, 

and Savage-Guilford. 
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Howard County Demographic Profile - Age 
 

Characteristic Percent  

Median Age 37.8  

Under 5 Years 6.4%  

Under 15 Years 20.9%  

18 Years and Over 74.3%  

65 years and Over 10.2%  

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey  

1-Year Estimates, 2009 

   

4.1  

 

Only 6.4% of the population is under 5 years of 
age and 10.2% of the population is 65 years and 
over.3 Approximately 74.3% of the population is 18 
years and older. The Countyôs median age is 37.8.   
 
Average age of population has increased from 37 
in 2006-2008 to 37.8. 

Howard County Poverty Rate 

In the past 12 months 

Approximately 13% of female heads of household 

residing in Howard County are living in poverty.  Of 

the total female heads of household living in poverty, 

one fourth have children under the age of 5 and 16% 

have children under the age of 18.  Six percent of 

senior citizens ages 65 and over live in poverty in 

Howard County. 

Howard County Marital Status  

Characteristic Male Female 

Never married 30.9% 26.5% 

Now married 59.3% 55.9% 

Separated 2.1% 1.2% 

Widowed 1.7% 7.3% 

Divorced 5.9% 9.0% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 1-Year 
Estimates, 2009 

 

Most of Howard County households are married 

but slightly over one in four have never been 

married. About 9% of females are divorced. About 

10% of the countyôs households are female-

headed; sixty percent are married couple 

households. 

4: Community Profile  

Howard County Demographics 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey  
1-Year Estimates, 2009 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 

approximately 4% of the countyôs residents have 

income below the poverty level, with 2% of the 

residents having income 50% below the poverty 

level. 
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4.1  

 

4: Community Profile  

Howard County Demographics 

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2006-2008 

Approximately 57% of Howard Countyôs residents have a Bachelorôs de-

gree or higher.5 Sixteen percent have only a high school diploma or 

equivalency and 6% have no high school diploma. The chart shows that 

the poverty rate is greater for individuals with only a high school diploma 

(15%) and lowest for individual with graduate degrees (2%). 

Educational Attainment in Howard County 
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A.  

 
Columbia is a planned community developed 

by James Rouse, head of the Rouse Company, 

in 1968.6 Over 14,000 acres of rural land was 

developed into a city with residents inhabiting 

ten villages. Columbia was designed to 

enhance the quality of life for its residents by 

making jobs, schools, shopping, and medical 

services accessible and by attempting to 

eliminate racial, religious, and income 

segregation. 

The projected population of Columbia was 

100,000. Columbiaôs estimated population in 

2009 was 98,089 with estimated household 

population of 38,577.
2
 Between 1990 and 2000, 

the population in Columbia had a growth rate of 

19.34%.  

Whites represent 57% of Columbiaôs total 

population; African Americans represent 

25%; Asians represent 11%; bi-racial or 

multi-racial individuals represent 4%. 

Seven percent of the population in 

Columbia is Hispanic or Latino of any 

race, with the remaining 93% not Hispanic 

or Latino. 

*Hispanic population may be represented in the chart 

twice as they make up proportions of other races. 

55435

24934 11229

6824

3671

272

2477

6420

White

African-
American/Black
Asian

Hispanic*

Mixed or Biracial

American Indian

Racial Composition

4.2: Summary Demographics of  

Selected Places 

Columbia  

Approximately 13% of female headed 

households live below the poverty line, 

while only 3% of all families live below the 

poverty line.5 About 7% of persons 65 

years and older live below the poverty line.  

Source: Howard County Economic Development Authority 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2006-2008  

0.0%
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12.0%

14.0%

All 
people

All 
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18 years

People 
65 years 
and over
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headed 
househo

lds
Percent 4.9% 3.0% 3.9% 7.0% 13.0%

Poverty Rate 
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A.  

 

0.0%

50.0%

100.0%

High School 
degree or 
higher*

.ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 
Degree or 

higher

Graduate/ 
Professional 

Degree

94.5%

60.4%

29.5%

Educational Attainment
Population 25 years and over

*5.5% of population has less than a high school degree

Roughly, a little over İ of Columbiaôs 
population is female with the median age 
being 37.5 years.

5
 

Almost 95% of Columbiaôs population has 
a high school diploma or higher.

5
 Sixty 

percent (60.4%) have a Bachelorôs 
degree or higher and almost 30% have a 
graduate degree or higher. Only about 
6% have less than a high school diploma.  

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2006-2008  

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2006-2008  

4.2: Summary Demographics of  

Selected Places 

Columbia  
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A.  

 

4.2: Summary Demographics of  

Selected Places 

Approximately 57% of Columbiaôs 

population is married with about 27% 

never married.
5
 About 11% of the 

population is either separated or di-

vorced.  
27%

57%

2%
5%

9%

Marital Status

Never married Now married Separated Widowed Divorced

Population15 years and 
over

Household by Type 

Characteristic Number Percent 

Total Households 35,487   

Family Households 23,521 66% 

       with own children under 18 years 11,741 33% 

Married couple families 18,887 53% 

      with own children under 18 years 8,905 25% 

Female Householder, no husband present, family 3,359 10% 

      with own children under 18 years 2,118 6% 

65 years and over 2,333 7% 

Of the 53% married coupleôs 
households in Columbia, 25% have 
own children under 18 years of age.

5
 

There are about 10% female headed 
households and 6% of these have 
children under 18 years of age.  

Columbia  

Household Profile 

Characteristic Number 

Estimated Median Household Income $93,928  

Per Capita Household Income $45,419  

Estimated Median House or Condo Value $395,900  

Median Gross Rent $1,328  

Average Household Size 2.5 

The median household income in 

Columbia is $93,928.
2
 The per 

capita household income is $45,419 

with an average household size of 

2.5 people. The estimated median 

house or condo value is $395,900 

and the median gross rent is 

$1,328.
5
 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2006-2008  

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2006-2008  

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2006-2008, Howard County Economic 

Development Authority 
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B.  

 
Clarksville is an unincorporated community named for 

William Clark, who at its founding owned most of the 

farm community which bears his name.7 During the 

1800s, Clarksville was a small rural town with a post 

office, blacksmiths and stores that served the farming 

community. It has since been transformed to a 

wealthy community anchored by the Columbia village 

of River Hill. Some of most expensive homes in the 

county are located in Clarksville and the property 

values are among the highest in the country.  

 

 

13,592

1,900

744

488 320

116

436

White

Asian/Pacific Islander

African American/Black

Hispanic*

Mixed Race or Biracial

Other

Racial Composition

Source: Howard County Economic Development Authority 

The racial composition of Clarksville is 81% white, 4% 

African American, 11% Asian, and 3% Hispanic.
2
 

*Hispanic population may be represented in the chart 

twice as they make up proportions of other races. 

Hispanics represent 3% of the population in 

Clarksville. 

4.2: Summary Demographics of  

Selected Places 

Clarksville  

Source: The Skinny on 21029 (Clarksville, MD) 

1.9 % of Clarksville households are below the 
poverty line.8 

The median age in Clarksville is 36 years, with a popula-

tion that is 49.7% female.9  This ratio is similar for the 

county as a whole. 

Source: Clarksville, MD Community Information 

Source: 21029 Clarksville Neighborhood 
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B.  

 

16%

74%

0% 3%

7%

Marital Status

Never married Married Separated Widowed Divorced

Population15 years and over

Household by Type 

Characteristic Number Percent 

Total Households 7,727   

Family households 7,454 96% 

     Male householders 1,855 24% 

     Female householders 273 4% 

Married couples with children 2,382 31% 

Single-parent households (152 total)   2% 

     Men 52 1% 

     Women 100 1% 

Female householders living alone 66 1% 

Clarksville  

4.2: Summary Demographics of  

Selected Places 

Household Profile 

Characteristic Number 

Median Household Income $160,606  

Income Per Capita $62,837  

Median Housing Value $854,910  

Median Gross Rent* *Data not available 

Average Household Size 3.11 

Thirty-one percent of the households 

are married couples with children and 

only 2% are single parent households.8  

The number of female-headed 

households is very low. 

Clarksville has an enormous household 

income of $160,606 compared to Howard 

County as a whole of $101,000.2 The home 

costs are higher than other places in 

Howard County at over $854,000.10 

Source: Howard County Economic Development Authority, 21029 Clarksville Neighborhood 

Source: The Skinny on 21029 (Clarksville, MD) 

Source: The Skinny on 21029 (Clarksville, MD) 
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C.  

 

Source: Howard County Economic Development Authority 

*Hispanic population may be represented in the chart 

twice as they make up proportions of other races. 

Hispanics represent 4% of the population in Ellicott City. 

Ellicott City is an unincorporated community of Howard County. Its population increased from 52,978 in 

2000 to over 59,300 in 2009; a 12% increase.2 Ellicott City is the largest unincorporated county seat in the 

United States.11 It was founded in 1772 by three Quaker Brothers (John, Andrew, and Joseph Ellicott) from 

Bucks County Pennsylvania. Since 2005, Ellicott City has been ranked at least three times among the top 

20 Best Places to live in the U.S. by Money Magazine and CNNMoney.com. 

4.2: Summary Demographics of  

Selected Places 

Ellicott City  

The poverty rate in Ellicott City is 3% for all families 

but female-headed households have a 11% 

poverty rate.5 However, married couple families 

have the lowest poverty rate of 1%. 

40,673

5,501

11,148 2,138

1,373

512

4,023

Racial Composition

White

African American/Black

Asian/Pacific Islander

Hispanic*

Mixed Race or Biracial

Other

0.0%

2.0%

4.0%

6.0%

8.0%

10.0%

12.0%

All people All families Under 18 
years

65 years 
and over

Female-
headed 

households
Percent 4.3% 3.1% 5.3% 6.6% 10.9%

Poverty Rate

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2006-2008  

Slightly more than half of Ellicott Cityôs population 

is female.5 The median age is about 40 years, 

making Ellicott Cityôs population older than the 

other selected places.   

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2006-2008  
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C.  

 

22%

65%

2%5%

6%

Marital Status

Never married Now married Separated Widowed Divorced

Population 15 years and over

Household by Type 

Characteristic 
Num-
ber 

Per-
cent 

Total Households 23,348   

Family Households  17,454 75% 

     with children under 18 years 9,507 41% 

Married Couple Families 14,407 62% 

     with Children under 18 years 7,693 33% 

Female householder, no husband 2,376 10% 

     with Children under 18 years 1,449 6% 

65 years and over 1,600 7% 

 

4.2: Summary Demographics of  

Selected Places 

Ellicott City  

Household Profile 

Characteristic Number 

Estimated Median 
Household Income $106,150  

Per Capita Household 
Income $45,911  

Estimated Median House or 
Condo Value $548,400  

Median Gross Rent $1,289  

Average Household Size 2.7 
Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2006-2008; Howard 

County Economic Development Authority 

Sixty-two percent of the households are married couples 

but only 33% of those have children under 18 years 

old.12  Female-headed households are 10% of all 

households with 6% of those with children under 18 

years old.
5
  Only 7% of population is 65 years old and 

over. 

The average household size is 2.7 persons 

with median household income of $106,150.
2
 

The monthly median gross rent is $1,289.
5
 

Source: Ellicott City, Maryland 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2006-2008  

0.0%

50.0%

100.0%

High School 
Degree or 
higher*

.ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 
Degree or 

higher

Graduate/ 
Professional 

Degree

96.2%

62.0%

31.5%

EducationalAttainment
Population 25 years and over

*3.8% of population has less than a high school degree

Ninety-six percent of the population has a high school diploma or 

higher, 62% have bachelor degrees and about 32% have a 

graduate or professional education.5 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2006-2008  
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D.  

 

4.2: Summary Demographics of  

Selected Places 

Elkridge  

*Hispanic population may be represented in the chart 

twice as they make up proportions of other races. 

Hispanics represent 5% of the population in Elkridge. 

While only 3% of all families are at or below the 

poverty rate, the rate for female-headed 

households is 8%.5 Also, 7% of those under 18 

years old are living below the poverty line. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2006-2008  
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All 
people

All 
families
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65 years 
and over

Female-
headed 

househol

ds
Percent 5% 3% 7% 3% 8%

Poverty Rate

Elkridge was founded in the 18th century.13 It is bordered by two other counties, Baltimore and Anne 
Arundel. Elkridge is the oldest settlement in Howard County, being settled when Howard was a part of 
Anne Arundel County. Located along the Patapsco River, Elkridge Landing, as it was called then, was a 
town where tobacco growers could take their crops for shipment to England. It later became a seaport 
town. Elkridge is known for its oldest stone carved bridge in the world: The Thomas Viaduct built in 1833. 

The racial composition of Elkridge is 69% white, 15% African American, 11% Asian/Pacific Islander, and 

4% Hispanic.
2
  The mixed race or biracial population is 3.9%.  Elkridge expects a 22% increase in 

population from 2000 to 2009 with over 13,000 additional households. 

27,166

5,937

4,176 1,478

1,119

2,597

White

African American/Black

Asian/Pacific Islander

Hispanic*

Mixed Race or Biracial

Racial Composition

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2006-2008  
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Number 24,040 11,561 12,479 34.4

Percent 48.1% 51.9%
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Gender and Median Age

Approximately 52% of the population is female.5 

The median age of the population is 34 years 

old. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2006-2008  
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24%

59%

3%
4%

10%

Marital Status

Never married Now married Separated

Widowed Divorced

Population25 years and over

Household by Type 

Characteristic 
Num-
ber 

Per-
cent 

Total Households 8,907   

Family Households 6,302 71% 

     with children under 18 years 3,730 42% 

Married Couple Families 4,994 56% 

     with Children under 18 years 2,900 33% 

Female householder, no husband 1,085 12% 

     with Children under 18 years 668 7% 

65 years and over 508 6% 

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2006-2008. 

4.2: Summary Demographics of  

Selected Places 

Elkridge  

Household Profile 

Characteristic Number 

Estimated Median Household $94,212  

Per Capita Household Income $39,873  

Estimated Median House or $361,000  

Median Gross Rent $1,352  

Average Household Size 2.7 
 

Married couples make up 56% of the population and 

of that 33% have children under 18 years old.14  

Female-headed households comprise 12% of the 

population and are 7% of those with children under 18 

years old.
5
  Six percent of the population is 65 years 

or older. 

The average household size is 2.7 persons with a 

median household income of $94,212.2  The 

monthly median gross rent in Elkridge is $1,352.5  

Nineteen percent of households are rentals. 

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2006-2008, Howard 

County Economic Development Authority 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau,  American Community Survey 2006-2008 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau,  American Community Survey 2006-2008 

Ninety-one percent of the population has a high 

school diploma or higher.
5
 About 21% have 

graduate or professional degrees and 47% have 

bachelorôs degrees or higher. 



24 

 

E.  

 
North Laurel is a census-designated place in 

Howard County which is adjacent to the city of 

Laurel in northern Prince Georgeôs County.  

The total population is 21,307, with 57% of the 

population white, 30% African American, 6% Asian, 

and 8% Hispanic.5 

4.2: Summary Demographics of  

Selected Places 

North Laurel  

12,157

6,302
1,307

1,721

163

585

793

1541

White

African-American/Black

Asian

Hispanic

American Indian

Mixed or Biracial

Some other race

Racial Composition

Nineteen percent of the female headed households 

in North Laurel are at or below the poverty line.5 

Only 4% of all family households are below the 

poverty line and 4% of population under 18 years 

old. 

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2006-2008. 

*Hispanic population may be represented in the chart 

twice as they make up proportions of other races. 

Hispanics represent 8% of the population in North 

Laurel. 

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2006-2008. 
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Poverty Rate

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2006-2008. 

The population of North Laurel is 50% males and 

50% females with a median age of 34 years old.5 
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25%

61%

2%
3%

9%

Marital Status

Never married Now married Separated Widowed Divorced

Population 15 years and over

Household by Type 

Characteristic 
Num-
ber 

Per-
cent 

Total households 7,779   

Family households 5,645 73% 

     with own children under 18 years 3,186 41% 

Married-couple families 3,934 51% 

     with own children under 18 years 2,116 27% 

Female householder, no husband 986 13% 

     with own children under 18 years 705 9% 

65 years and over 194 3% 

4.2: Summary Demographics of  

Selected Places 

North Laurel  

Household Profile 

Characteristic Number 

Median Household In- $90,543  

Per Capita Income $38,710  

Median House or Condo $454,000  

Median Gross Rent $1,366  

Average Household Size 2.7 

Married couple households comprise slightly over half 

of the population and 27% of these have children 

under 18 years old.5 Approximately 13% of the 

households are female-headed and 9% have children 

18 years of age. 

The average household size is 2.7 persons with a 

median household income of $90,543.
5
 The 

monthly median gross rent is $1,366. 

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2006-2008. 
Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2006-2008. 

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2006-2008. 

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2006-2008. 

Ninety-three percent of the population have a high 

school diploma or higher and 53% have a bachelor 

degrees or higher.5  Only 20% have graduate or 

professional degrees. 
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Savage is located in Southeastern Howard County. 

Historically, Savage was an important 

manufacturing center with its mills corralling the 

water power of the Little and Middle Patuxent 

Rivers.15 Savage was named for John Savage, a 

Philadelphia merchant who was interested in 

manufacturing on the River. 

Guilford is a community which was established as a 

railroad stop.16 It was the location of granite quarries 

which during the 19th and 20th centuries were mined 

for use in buildings and streets in Baltimore and 

other towns in Maryland. In the 1990ôs, additional 

mining of granite in Guilford occurred. 

In recent years, the U.S. Census Bureau has 

included Savage and Guilford in the Designated 

Place: Savage-Guilford, Maryland.16 

The racial composition of Savage-Guilford is 64% 

white, 23% African American, 6% Asian, and 4% 

Hispanic.17 

4.2: Summary Demographics of  

Selected Places 

Savage-Guilford  
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508 
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Racial Composition

Five percent of the population is below the poverty 
level.17 
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Source: Savage-Guilford, Maryland. www.city-data.com/city/Savage-

Guilford-Maryland.html. 

Source: city-data.com/city/Savage-Guilford-Maryland.html 

The female population constitutes 51% of the total 

population.17 The median age is 32 for the popula-

tion. 

Source: city-data.com/city/Savage-Guilford-Maryland.html. 
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27%

56%

2%
4%

11%

Marital Status

Never married Now married Separated Widowed Divorced

Population15 years and over

Household by Type 

Characteristic 
Num-
ber 

Per-
cent 

Total Households 4,811   

Family Households (families) 3,314 69% 

       with own children under 18 years 1,990 41% 

Married couple family 2,499 52% 

      with own children under 18 years 1,459 30% 

Female householder, no husband 
present, family 630 13% 

      with own children under 18 years 430 9% 

Householder 65 years and over 155 3% 

4.2: Summary Demographics of  

Selected Places 

Savage-Guilford  

Household Profile 

Characteristic Number 

Estimated Median Household In- $89,843 

Per capita Household Income 200817 $35,989 

Estimated Median House or Condo $357,722 

Median Gross Rent19 $1,378 

Average Household Size17 2.7 
Source: city-data.com/city/Savage-Guilford-Maryland.html; http://www.city-
data.com/housing/houses-Savage-Guilford-Maryland.html 

Source: city-data.com/city/Savage-Guilfordï Maryland.html. 

Married couple households comprise 52% of the 

population with 30% of those having children under 18 

years old.18 Thirteen percent of the households are 

headed by a female with 9% of these with children under 

18 years old. 

The average household size is 2.7 persons with 

a median income of $89,843.17 The per capita 

income is $35,989, the lowest of the selected 

places.19 The monthly median gross rent is 

$1,378. 

Source: U.S. Census (2000). 

About 92% of the population have a high school di-

ploma or higher.
17

 Forty percent have Bachelorôs de-

grees or higher and only 14% have graduate or pro-

fessional degrees. 
Source: city-data.com/city/Savage-Guilford-Maryland.html. 
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Economic security ñencompasses a familyôs 

access to economic resources needed to meet 

the basic needs and eventfully attain economic 

self-sufficiency.ò20 The Rockefeller Foundation 

Economic Security Index (ESI) provides three 

major risks to economic wellbeing. They are 1) 

experiencing major loss in income, 2) incurring 

large out-of-pocket medical expenses and 3) 

lacking adequate financial wealth to buffer the 

first two rules. 

According to ESI, economic insecurity is when 

two circumstances prevail; First, within a yearôs 

time, people experience a major loss of income 

(25% or more) resulting from job or large out-of-

pocket medical expense (or both) and second, 

they donôt have enough money saved up to 

replace those losses. Thus, economic insecurity  

has increased over the past quarter of a century 

across all groups in the United States and is 

likely to have increased dramatically in the last 

four years.20 

In 2009, one in five Americans experienced a 

decline in income of 25% or greater.20 This 

increase in economic insecurity has not been 

even across all groups. But at any given 

unemployment rate more people are 

experiencing insecurity than in the past. 

However, those with the most income and 

education have faced the least insecurity, while 

those less affluent with limited education 

(African-Americans and Hispanics) face the 

most insecurity. 

Specifically, poor households are twice as likely 

to experience a major income drop when 

compared with their wealthy counterparts.20  

Those without a high school education were 

about 40% more likely to suffer a decline than 

college graduates.20 

5: Economic Insecurity  

The 2010 Kids Count reported that the rate of 

children living in poverty in 2008 was 18%.21 This 

means that one million more children were living in 

poverty in that year than at the start of the decade. 

The 2008 Federal poverty line is $22,025 for a family 

of two adults and two children in 2008. The rate of 

children living in poverty will climb to 22%, the 

highest rate in two decades according to the Non-

profit Foundation for Child Development.22 It further 

projects that the percentage of children living with 

families with an insecure source of food will rise to 

18% in 2010. Furthermore, up to 500,000 children 

may be homeless, living in shelters or places not 

meant for habitation. 

The 2010 Kids Count reports that ñchildren who grow 

up in poverty are more likely to experience many 

undesirable outcomes in areas such as health, 

education and emotional welfare.21 According to 

Judith Palfrey, President of American Academy of 

Pediatrics, ñpoverty increases many risks for children- 

low birth weight, premature delivery, learning 

problems, asthma and other health problems.ò23 

Furthermore, according to Kids Count, children 

growing up in single parent families typically do not 

have the same economic of human resources 

available as those growing up in two-percent of 

families.21
 

Poverty Data 

 

A. 
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The rate of children living in poverty will hover at around 22% according to the Foundation for Child 

Development.22 Just four years ago, 17% of children lived in poverty. Much of this is due to the recession. 

Moreover, the Foundation projected that the percentage of children with fund insecurity will inch up from 

17% in 2007 to 18% in 2010. 

The median household income in Howard County is $101,710.5 The U.S. Census Bureau has reported that 

almost 15% of families with children had incomes below the federal poverty guideline of $22,025. 

Subject Total Below Poverty Line Percent Below 

Poverty Line 

Population for whom poverty status is determined 269,716 11,140 4.1 

AGE       

     Under 18 years 69,153 3,094 4.5 

      Related children under 18 years 68,941 2,986 4.3 

      18-64 years 176,039 6,657 3.6 

      65 years and over 24,524 1,389 5.7 

SEX       

      Male 132,148 4,563 3.5 

      Female 137,568 6,577 4.8 

RACE and Hispanic of Latino origin       

      White 183,418 5,689 3.1 

      Black or African American 43,880 3,212 7.3 

      Asian 30,523 1,605 5.3 

      Some other race 3,831 370 9.7 

      Two or more race 7,415 264 3.6 

      Hispanic or Latino origin 12,601 1,052 8.3 

      White alone, not Hispanic or Latino 175,282 4,930 2.8 

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT  

Population 25 and over 

  

178,110 

  

6,370 

  

3.6 

      Less than high school graduate 9,584 1,465 15.3 

      High school graduate (includes equivalency) 25,815 1,626 6.3 

      Some college, associate degree 39,466 1,444 3.7 

      Bachelorôs degree or above 103,245 1,835 1.8 

5: Economic Insecurity  

Poverty Data 

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2006-2008. 

A. 
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However, Health and Human Servicesô Poverty 2007 Guideline for those receiving government 

programs such as Head Start or Food Stamps was $20,650 for a family of four.
24 

Howard Countyôs poverty rate was 4.1% for the past 12 months.
5
 While the overall poverty rate is low, 

it represents over 11,000 Howard County residents living below the poverty line. For families with 

children under 18 years of age, the rate of the poor is 3.9% and with children under 5 years of age, the 

poverty rate is 3.2%. In families with female head of the household (no husband present) the poverty 

rate is 12.6%. 

5: Economic Insecurity  

Poverty Data 

 Howard Columbia Ellicott 

City  

Elkridge  North 

Laurel  

Savage-

Guilford 

(1999) 

All Families 2.8 2.8 3.1 3.1 3.8 3.7 

      with related children under 18 years 

      with related children under 5 years 

3.9 

3.2 

3.9 

4.5 

4.6 

0.0 

4.3 

2.2 

3.2 

8.9 

5.3 

4.1 

Families with Female Householder (no husband) 12.6 13.2 10.9 8.1 19.2 15.7 

      with related children under 18 years 

      with related children under 5 years 

16.1 

23.9 

17.2 

26.6 

16.1 

0.0 

11.5 

100.0 

14.2 

25.8 

19.2 

21.2 

Source: U.S. Census: American Community Survey 2006-2008. *Information unavailable for Clarksville. 

Single female-headed families with children under 18 and under 5 experience a higher poverty rate 

than all families. The poverty rate was 24% for the county as a whole, with Columbia having a 27% 

rate and North Laurel a 26% rate for single female heads of households with children under 5 

years. 

While Maryland ranks 25
th
 in overall child well being in the U.S., it has the 2

nd
 lowest percentage of 

children living in poverty (10%). However, Maryland is 42nd in infant mortality.21 In the U.S., 27% of 

children lived in families where no percent had full-time year round employment. 

The National Center for Children in Poverty states that poverty is associated with material 

resources but many indicators impact poverty. Families and children experience poverty when they 

are unable to achieve a minimum decent standard of living that allows them to fully participate in 

mainstream society.ò
23

 

Percentage of Families and People Whose Income in Past 12 Months is Below the Poverty Line 

A. 
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The poverty rate in Howard County is 15.9% for females who are 25 years or over and have less 

than a high school education, while that rate for males is 14.5%.
5 
The overall rate is 15.3%. The 

poverty rate declines as the level of educational attainment increases.
 

Poverty Rate of Population 

25 years and Over by Educational Attainment and Sex 

  Total Male Female 

Less than High School Graduate 15.3% 14.5% 15.9% 

High School Graduate or Equiva-
lency 

6.3% 5.0% 7.3% 

Some College or Associate Degree 3.7% 2.0% 5.0% 

Bachelorôs Degree 2.0% 1.7% 2.3% 

Graduate or Professional Degree 1.5% 1.2% 1.8% 

There is another clear link between educational attainment and poverty. That link is the 

median income in the past 12 months for the population 25 years or over. There were only 

6.6% of those with less than a high school graduate earning just over $25,000.
5
 As the 

years of schooling increases, so does the median income. 

Median Earnings in Past Months by Educational Attainment for Population 25 Years and Over 

  Total 
Population 

Percentage Median 
Earnings 

Less than High School 
Graduate 

10,078 6.6% $25,279 

High School Graduate or 
Equivalency 

26,553 14.8% $38,401 

Some College or Associate 
Degree 

39,047 22.2% $47,494 

Bachelorôs Degree 53,680 29.8% $65,299 

Graduate or Professional 
Degree 

49,739 27.6% $86,826 

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2006-2008. 

5: Economic Insecurity  

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2006-2008. 

Education B. 
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Median Earnings for Past 12 Months (2008 inflation adjusted) 

  

Total 

Male 

57,444 

Female 

48,333 

Less than High School Graduate $28,549 $20,748 

High School Graduate or Equiva- $43,516 $33,130 

Some College or Associate Degree $56,230 $39,037 

Bachelorôs Degree $81,933 $53,244 

Graduate or Professional Degree $100,000 + $66,350 

5: Economic Insecurity  

However, there is an inequality between males and females in Howard County. Females are unlikely 

to have similar median earnings with males and the rate of this disparity increases as both advance 

their educational levels. For example, with less than high school graduate, malesô median earnings 

are $28,549 while females are approximately $8,000 less as $20,748.
5
 At the other end of the 

spectrum, median income for males with graduate or professional degrees is $100,000 compared to 

females at $66,350. 

Education 

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2006-2008. 

B. 
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Employment Status 

Civilian Labor Force 

Total Below 
Poverty 

Line 

Percent 
Below Poverty 

Line 

Employed 149,095 2,701 1.8% 

      Male 78,688 1,052 1.3% 

      Female 70,407 1,649 2.3% 

Unemployed 5,471 493 9.0% 

      Male 2,695 125 4.6% 

      Female 2,770 368 13.3% 

Work Experience 

(Population 16 years or over) 

  

208,820 

  

8,309 

  

4.0% 

      Worked full-time, year-round past 12 months 107,787 647 0.6% 

      Worked part-time or part-year in past 12 months 56,420 2,853 5.1% 

      Did not work 44,613 4,809 10.8% 

All Individuals Below Poverty Line       

      50% of poverty level 5,616     

      125% of poverty level 14,013     

      150% of poverty level 17,763     

      185% of poverty level 23,892     

      200% of poverty level 27,257     

Unrelated Individuals for whom poverty status is 
determined 

38,061 4,482 11.8% 

      Male 17,818 1,601 8.0% 

      Female 20,203 2,881 14.3% 

      Worked full-time, year-round past 12 months 21,489 261 1.2% 

      Worked less than full-time past 12 months 8,003 1,581 19.8% 

      Did not work 8,569 2,640 30.8% 

5: Economic Insecurity  

Employment 

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2006-2008. 

C. 
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Household Income from Past 12 Months 

Subject 

Total 

Households 

99,105 

Families 

72,676 

Married  

Couples 

59,548 

Non-family  

Households 

26,429 

Less than $10,000 2.6% 1.6% 0.7% 5.7% 

$10,000 to $14,999 1.4% 0.7% 0.3% 3.7% 

$15,000 to $24,999 2.8% 1.6% 1.0% 6.8% 

$25,000 to $34,999 4.4% 3.7% 2.4% 6.4% 

$35,000 to $49,999 7.9% 6.3% 4.4% 13.6% 

$50,000 to $74,999 16.4% 13.3% 11.1% 24.7% 

$75,000 to $99,999 13.4% 12.8% 11.9% 25.2% 

$100,000 to 
$149,999 

22.8% 24.8% 26.7% 16.0% 

$150,000 to 
$199,999 

13.6% 16.4% 19.2% 4.7% 

$200,000 or more 14.8% 18.9% 22.2% 3.3% 

Median Income 101,710 116,842 131,290 62,866 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2006-2008. 

5: Economic Insecurity  

Nineteen Percent of households earn less than $50,000 per year, while 4% have household in-

come less than $15,000.
5
 Slightly over 51% of households have an income in excess of $100,000. 

Roughly 14% of families have household income under $50,000 and 27% have incomes under 

$75,000. Over 60% of families have households over $100,000. For married couples, only 9% 

have income under $50,000 and 68% of married couples have incomes of over $100,000. 36%

percent of non-families have household income under $50,000 and 24% have household income 

above $100,000. 

Income and Temporary Cash Assistance 

Temporary Cash Assistance 
50% increase in the number 
of recipients for TANF be-
tween 2007 and 2009, while 
the number of cases in-
creased almost 40%.  

Source: Department of Social Services 

D. 

2007 2008 2009 2010 

HH IND. HH IND. HH IND. HH IND. 

341 821 395 961 437 1232 
(861 Chil-

dren) 

511 1358 
(950 Children) 
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5: Economic Insecurity  

Every American has a right to decent, 

affordable housing. However, because of 

numerous factors, many citizens are unable to 

avail themselves of home ownerships or 

rental housing at a rate within their ability to 

pay. The lack of affordable housing is a 

significant obstacle for low-income residents 

for it prevents them from meeting other basic 

needs such as nutrition, health and savings 

for their familyôs future. In addition, the lack of 

affordable housing for low-income residents in 

Howard County contributes to their economic 

insecurity, family instability, and lack of 

access to improved educational opportunities. 

Affordable housing means that a household 

pays no more than 30% of their annual 

income on housing, whether rental or 

homeownership. As seen in the chart below, 

about 75% of occupied housing units in 

Howard County are owner-occupied and 

about 25% are renter-occupied.
5
 In the U.S., 

more than 12 million renters and homeowners 

pay more than 50% of their annual income on 

housing.
5
 In Howard County, owners pay 

approximately 33% of their annual income on 

mortgages and 

renters pay 

46% of their 

annual income 

on rent; with 

some selected 

places being 

even higher.  

 

Housing 

In North Laurel, over 30% of households pay 

48.5% of income in rent and over 35% pay 

30% of their income on a mortgage. In 

Savage, over 30% of households pay 32% of 

their income in rent and 30% pay 20% of their 

income on mortgage.
18

 In Columbia, over 30% 

of households pay 46% of their income in rent 

and over 30% with a mortgage pay 26.8% of 

their income. 

In Howard County, households pay 31% of 

their income on a mortgage and renters pay 

46% of annual income on rent. In Ellicott City, 

47% of annual household income goes to pay 

rent. Thus high housing costs create 

enormous hardships on families and limit their 

choices in other basic needs. 

Characteristics Total Percent U.S. Percent 

Total Housing Units 104,197 

Occupied Housing Units 99,105 95.10% 88% 

Owner Occupied Units 74,703 75.40% 67.10% 

Rental Occupied Units 24,402 24.60% 32.90% 

Median Value Owner Occupied $469,500  

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2006-2008 

E. 
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The average price of a single family house in January, 2010 was $434,450 compared to $430,166 in 

January, 2009.CITE  While single-family home prices increased, there was a slight decline in condo-

minium prices from $329,887 to $238,740 in January 2010. Home ownership is clearly out of reach 

for CAC clients and a large percentage of Howard County residents, thus making rental of resi-

dences their only option other than to moving out of the county.  

5: Economic Insecurity  

Rental Housing Costs  

Howard County 2009 -2010 

 

Housing 

The apartment rental cost in Howard County ranges from $839 to $1,486 per month for a one 

bedroom apartment.
25 

Two-bedroom apartments range from $937 to $1,789 per month and three-

bedroom apartments range from $1,250 to $2,031 per month. 

Clarksville has only 6% rental properties. The remainder of the more than 5,000 households are 

owner occupied.
2
 

Unit Type One Bedroom Two Bedroom Three Bedroom 

Garden       

Lowest $839  $854  $1,115  

Highest $1,486  $1,663  $2,031  

Garden/Townhouse       

Lowest $1,029  $1,194  $1,495  

Highest $1,365  $1,599  $1,898  

Mid-Rise       

Lowest $1,220  $1,488  $1,736  

Highest $1,486  $1,789  $2,070  

High Rise       

Lowest $904  $1,074  - 

Highest $1,162  $1,424  - 

Source: Howard County Rental Survey, Real Property Research Group, DHCD. Total Rental Units: 15,985 

E. 
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The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) guidelines states that in owner occupied 

housing, affordability means no more than 30% of a household gross income is spent on mortgage payment, 

utilities, taxes and insurance. For renters, the guidelines state that no more than 30% of a renterôs household 

income should be spent on rent and utilities (fuel, hot water, cooking, electricity). Based on information 

provided above, most renters and homeowners are overpaying for housing.26 However, unlike renters, 

homeowners get a tax break with interest mortgage deduction on their tax returns. It is generally expected 

that people can afford to pay about 1/3 of their income on housing. That is not the case in Howard County 

with homeowners paying 33% of their annual income in mortgage payments and renters paying 46% of their 

annual income in rental payments. More affordable housing is needed for people with low and extremely low 

incomes who are most at risk of homelessness. However, many residents who are experiencing housing cost 

difficulties are able to avail themselves of the financial assistance provided by the Community Action Council 

through its Housing Assistance Programs.  

6: Economic Insecurity  

Housing Affordability Data, 2009 
  Area Median 

Income  
Annual Household 

Income 30% of Area 
Median  

Affordable Monthly Housing 
Costs (30% of your Median 

Household Income)  

Fair Market Rent 
(2 Bedroom)  

Renter 
Hourly Wage 

Needed  

Baltimore-
Towson HMFA  

$82,100  $24,630  $616  $1,037  $15.01  

    

Housing 

Source: National Low-Income Housing Coalition 

Notice of Mortgage Loan Default and Sales 

Howard County, Fourth Quarter 2009 

Number of Housing Units Foreclosure Filings 

102,244 1,408 3.30% 

Notice of 
Defaults  

% of Total  Notice of 
Sales 

% of Total  

189  3.1% 289 3.5% 

Source: Property Foreclosures in Maryland, Fourth Quarter 2009. Department 

of Housing and Community Development. 

In 2009, there were 1,408 foreclosure filings in 

Howard County.27 That represents a foreclosure 

rate of 3.3% of the total homes mortgaged. 

E. 
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6: Economic Insecurity  

Housing 

FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
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CAC Housing Financial Support

The charts on the left represent data from 

the Community Action Council of Howard 

County. 

In FY 2008, CAC prevented eviction for 298 

families for an average cost of $581 per 

family.  

In FY 2009, the total amount of assistance 

as well as total number of families supported 

was reduced due to reduction in grant funds. 

In FY 2010, the availability of Stimulus 

Funding in addition to supplemental 

emergency grant funds from Howard County 

government, enabled CAC to prevent 

eviction for 327 families, a 32% increase 

when compared to FY 2009.  

 

Source: Community Action Council of Howard County 

Source: Community Action Council of Howard County 

In Howard County, there are 1,096 Housing Choice Vouchers that are distributed. According to the 

Department of Housing and Community Development, there are 4,300 families on waiting list to 

receive Housing Choice Voucher, and 2,576 families are residing in homes that are either 

subsidized or accept voucher. 

 

In total there are 18,592 rental units in Howard County of which 1,480 are subsidized. It is important 

to note that 540 of the 1,480 are owned or managed by the Housing Commission. 

E. 
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Seven percent of elementary 
schools have 40% or more of 
students on free and reduced 
meals. Ten percent (10%) of 
elementary schools have 
30% or more of the students 
on free and reduced means. 
Seven of these schools are 
in Columbia while two are 
located in the North Laurel-
Savage Multiservice Center 
jurisdiction. Two of the ele-
mentary schools are located 
in Elkridge. 
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Jeffers Hill

Vetterans 

Waterloo

Forest Ridge

Atholton

Elementary Schools
with Highest FARM Students 

2009-2010

5: Economic Insecurity  

Low income families or families in poverty rely on a school meal program 

(FARM), food bank assistance and other nutrition programs which play a vital 

role in sustaining them when they experience limited resources or homeless-

ness. 

   F.  

 

Nutrition Services - Free and Reduced Meals  

and Food Assistance 

Elementary 

Schools 

Middle 

Schools 
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Oakland Mills

Cradlerock Upper

Murray Hill 

Wilde Lake

Harpers Choice 

Patuxent Valley

Mayfield Woods

Elkridge Landing

Middle Schools 
with Highest FARM Students

2009-2010

Five percent of middle 
schools have 30% or more 
of students with free and 
reduced meals. Two of 
these schools are located 
in the Multi-Service Center 
area, four in Columbia and 
two in Elkridge.  

Howard County Public School System 
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Only one high school has 30% or more 
of free or reduced meals students. That 
school is located in Columbia. Three 
other schools, located in Columbia 
have between 20-29% of students 
receiving free or reduced meals. 

6: Economic Insecurity  

   F.  
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Nutrition Services - Free and Reduced Meals  

and Food Assistance 

Howard County Food Bank 

-

50,000 

100,000 
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200,000 

250,000 

300,000 

FY 2009 FY 2010

6,614 12,599 

136,630 

295,503 

Food Assistance

Individuals Assisted

Pounds of Food

Source: Community Action Council of Howard County 

The Howard County Food 

Bank has experienced rapid and 

increased utilization in the past year. 

With the establishment of the 

Community Garden in May, the 

Food Bank has witnessed an 

increased demand for fresh 

vegetables. This table demonstrates 

the increased demand on the Food 

Bank, which supplements the limited 

resources of clients and provides 

them with much needed nutritional 

value food items. 

 2007 2008 2009 

 Cases Recipients Cases Recipients Cases Recipients 

Food 

Stamps 

2536 5313 2948 6358 4059 8915 

Source: Department of Social Services, Howard County. 

Recipients of Food Stamps 

(SNAP)  

FY 2010 figures have increased to 
5,413 cases representing 12,095 indi-
viduals.  
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CAC experienced a 96% increase 

in the number of families seeking 

energy assistance when 

comparing FY 2008 to FY 2010. 

The total number of families 

seeking assistance rose from 

2,447 in FY 2008 to 4,811 in FY 

2010. The total amount of Energy 

Assistance paid in FY 2010 was 

$5,123,784 compared to 

$2,605,509 in FY 2008. 

With the increasing costs of rental 

housing, low income residents will 

rely increasingly on housing and 

energy assistance programs 

provided from CAC in order to 

provide the basic needs of shelter, 

heat, or air conditioning for their 

families. 

5: Economic Insecurity  

To mitigate the impact of limited income, CAC provides financial assistance to help pay electricity, 

fuel and other related costs. 

G. Energy Assistance 

FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010

Amount Paid $2,605,549 $5,166,030 $5,123,784 
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5: Economic Insecurity  

The Healthy People 2010 initiative defines a healthy community as one ñthat embraces the belief 

that health is more than merely an absence of diseaseò but one that ñincludes those elements that 

enable people to maintain a high quality life and productivityò.
28

 

Therefore, Healthy People 2010 indicates that healthy communities should ñoffer among other things 

access to health care services that focus on both treatment and prevention, healthy and safe 

environmentò. 

In establishing a healthy community, some of the priority issues are tobacco use, access to care, 

substance abuse, obesity, and physical safety. This report looks at only a few elements associated 

with a healthy community. 

In terms of access to care, approximately 13% of Howard County residents under 65 years are 

without health insurance.
29

 Also, about 7% of the residents self-rate their health as either fair or 

poor. 

Factor Number 
Total: 274,995 

Percent 

Uninsured individuals age under 
65 

34,646 13% 

Medicare beneficiary 
Elderly (65+) 
Disabled 

  
22,351 
2,831 

  
8% 
1% 

Medicaid beneficiaries 19,743 7.2% 

Primary Care Physicians per 
100,000 population 

210.9   

Dentists per 100,000 population 135.3   

Community/Migrant 
Health Centers 

Yes   

Source: Community Health Status Report. Howard County, Maryland. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 2009. 

H.

 

Health and Early Childhood Education 
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Self-Rated Health Status: Percent of Adults Who Report Fair or Poor Health 

5: Economic Insecurity  

Howard County 7.2% 

U.S. Median all Counties 17.1% 

Source: Community Health Status Indicators. Howard County, Maryland. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 2009. 

Tobacco Use Percent County Adults 
Never Smoked 67.3% 

Former Smoker 26.2% 

Current Smoker 6.4% 

The measure of birth which is 

also an indication of the motherôs 

health shows that 12% of 

Howard County births are 

premature compared to the U.S. 

rate of 12.7% and the 2010 

expected healthy people rate of 

7.6%.
29

 Over 7% of the births are 

low weight babies (less than 

2500g). Also, over 5% of births 

were to mothers who had no care 

in the first trimester. 

Birth Measure % Howard 

County 

% U.S. Healthy People 

2010 Target 

Low Birth Weight 

(<2,500 g) 

7.3% 8.2% 5.0% 

Very Low Birth Weight 

(<1,500 g) 

1.6% 1.5% .9% 

Premature Births 

(< 37 weeks) 

11.5% 12.7% 7.6% 

Births to Women Under 18 1.0% 3.4% No Objective 

Births to Women 40-54 5.1% 2.7% No Objective 

Births to Unmarried 

Women 

17.3% 36.9% No Objective 

No Care in First Trimester 5.2% 16.1% 10% 

Source: Community Health Status Indicators. Howard County, Maryland. U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services. 2009. 

H. Health and Early Childhood Education 

Only about 6% of Howard County resi-

dents report that they are smokers. 

Surprisingly, over 67% indicated that 

they never smoked and 26% are for-

mer smokers. 

The most vulnerable populations in Howard County in terms of health were those who used drugs in 

past month (6%), those with major depression (5%), and those with no high school diploma (5%).
29

 

Those with no high school diploma might also be those with low wage jobs which provide no health 

insurance. 

Measure Number 

Total: 274,995 

Percent 

Have no high school diploma (25 

years and older) 

12,590 5.5% 

Are Unemployed 5,021 1.8% 

Also Severely work disabled 5,555 2% 

Have Major Depression 13,865 5% 

Are recent drug users (within past 

month) 

16,047 5.8% 
Source: Community Health Status Indicators. Howard County, Mary-

land. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 2009. 
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The infant mortality rate in Howard County was 7%, with a neonatal rate of 5%.
29

 However, the 

infant mortality rate among African Americans was more than twice that of the total infant mortality 

rate and 3 times that of the rate for whites. Infant mortality rate for Hispanics was 6%. 

Measure Percent  Howard 

County 

Percent U.S. Healthy People 

2010 Target 
Infant Mortality 6.8% 6.9% 4.5% 

White Non-Hispanic Infant 

Mortality 

4.9% 5.8% 4.5% 

Black Non-Hispanic Infant 

Mortality 

15.3% 13.6% 4.5% 

Hispanic Infant Mortality 5.9% 5.6% 4.5% 

Neonatal Infant Mortality 5.3% 4.5% 2.9% 

Post Neonatal Infant 

Mortality 

1.4% 2.3% 1.2% 

        

Source: Community Health Status Indicators. Howard County, Maryland. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 2009. 

Under 1 Year White African American  

Complications of 

Pregnancy/Birth 

  

Birth Defects 

62% 

  

  

19% 

76% 

  

  

No Report 

Ages 15-24 

Injuries 22% No Report 

Suicide 11% No Report 

Cancer 11% No Report 

Source: Community Health Status Indicators. Howard County, Maryland. U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services. 2009. 
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Howard County - Uninsured Children 

2000 Percent 2006 Percent 

8,090 11.20% 7,346 9.90% 

Source: 2010 Kids Count Data Book: State Profiles of Child Well-

being. Annie E. Casey Foundation.  

Howard County - Percentage of Low-Birth Weight  

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

7.3% 7.6% 7.7% 8.6% 8.6% 

Source: 2010 Kids Count Data Book: State Profiles of Child Well-being. Annie 

E. Casey Foundation.  

Howard County - Teen Birth Rate 

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

12.40% 4% 11.10% 14.10% 13.80% 

Source: 2010 Kids Count Data Book: State Profiles of Child Well-being. Annie E. Casey Foundation.  
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Percentage of Children Ready for Kindergarten -  

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

60.0% 65% 69.0% 70.0% 80.0% 

 

Percentage Ready for Kindergarten -  

By Race, Language, and Literacy 

  2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

American Indian 
or Alaskan Native 50% 75% 67% 55% 67% 

Asian Pacific Is-
lander 54% 59% 69% 72% 79% 

African American 45% 48% 55% 55% 37% 

White 57% 63% 71% 71% 82% 

Hispanic 27% 22% 38% 43% 65% 

Limited English 
Proficiency 16% 21% 31% 43% 38% 

Not Limited Eng-
lish Proficiency 55% 60% 68% 68% 79% 

FARMS  29% 33% 39% 43% 65% 

Not FARMS 56% 61% 69% 69% 80% 

 

Health and Early Childhood Education 
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Source: 2010 Kids Count Data Book: State Profiles of Child Well-being. Annie E. Casey Foundation.  

Source: 2010 Kids Count Data Book: State Profiles of Child Well-being. Annie E. Casey Founda-

tion.  

Howard County - Children in Poverty 

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

3,833 5.30% 2,996 4.20% 3,160 4.50% 3,280 4.70% 3,369 4.90% 

Source: 2010 Kids Count Data Book: State Profiles of Child Well-being. Annie E. Casey Foundation.  



46 

 

H. 

Over one million homeless children and youth were enrolled in the nationôs schools in 2009.
30

 Many of these 

children and youth become homeless because of foreclosures, loss of jobs by parents or guardians, or other 

family crises and trauma. The McKinney-Vento Act requires that school systems provide access to 

educational services that are comparable to any student in the district and to eliminate barriers to enrollment, 

attendance, and success in school. School districts are also providing free meals as well as clothes and 

backpacks to the children. However, there needs to be a greater coordination and management of services to 

assist homeless students in receiving basic human needs. Parents or guardians of homeless children need 

access to services such as Howard County Food Bank, SNAP (food stamps) and cash assistance. 

In Howard County, there were more than 460 homeless children and youth students attending the Howard 

County Public School System in 2009-2010. These homeless students are distributed throughout the school 

system. 

The chart 

below 

provides 

the 

location 

of the 

school 

base for 

the 

students. 

Homeless Students in Howard County Elementary School 2009-2010 

Atholton Elementary 5 Clarksville 0 Forest Ridge 8 Triadelphia Ridge 0 

Bellow Springs 8 Clements Crossing 3 Fulton 0 Veterans 21 

Bollman Bridge 8 Cradlerock Lower 5 Gorman Crossing 6 Waterloo 5 

Bryant Woods 11 Dayton Oaks 1 Guilford 3 Waverly 0 

Bushy Park 4 Deep Run 6 Talbot Springs 15 West Friendship 0 

Centennial Lane 0 Elkridge 10 Thunder Hill 0 Worthington 2 

Total Homeless Students in Elementary Schools   232 

Health and Early Childhood Education 
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Middle School  
Bonnie Branch 0 Elkridge 6 Harpers Choice 6 Murray Hill 7 

Burleigh Manor 0 Ellicott Mills 3 Homewood 6 Oakland Mills 7 

Clarksville 1 Folly Quarter 1 Lime Kiln 0 Patapsco 3 

Cradlerock Upper 14 Glenwood 5 Mayfield Woods 11 Patuxent Valley 5 

Dunloggin 6 Hammond 2 Mount View 0 Wilde Lake 10 

Total Homeless Students in Middle Schools   93 

High School 
Atholton 4 Homewood 8 Oakland Mills 18 

Cedar Lane 1 Howard 7 Reservoir 11 

Centennial 5 Long Reach 18 River Hill 9 

Glenelg 2 Marriottôs Ridge 2 Wilde Lake 17 

Hammond 8 Mount Hebron 18     

Total Homeless Students in High Schools 128 

Source: Homeless Children and Youth Policy Committee, HCPSS, September 2010 
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New Fact Sheets on Head Start and Early Head Start Programs in 2009  
 
Based on Head Start Program Information Report (PIR) data, CLASP has released two new fact 
sheets providing a snapshot of the characteristics of children enrolled in the programs and the services 
provided to them during the 2008-2009 program year. Some key facts: 

In 2009, the Head Start preschool program served more than 900,000 young children and their 

families through nearly 1,800 grantees nationwide. 

Among children in Head Start preschool programs, 12 percent had a disability, about half of whom 

were diagnosed during the program year. 

Spanish was the primary home language for 24 percent of children in Head Start preschool 

programs. 

In 2009, the Early Head Start program served more than 83,000 children under age 3 and about 

9,600 pregnant women through 727 grantees/delegates nationwide. 

Among families served by EHS, 65 percent included at least one working parent, and 22 percent 

included at least one parent in school or job training. 

By the end of the program year, 97 percent of EHS children had a medical home for ongoing care. 

Read more about the Head Start preschool program and Early Head Start  in 2009. 
 
 
Children and Families Need More than Child Welfare Waivers - Comprehensive Financing 

Reform is Necessary  

In testimony before the U.S. House Ways and Means Subcommittee on Income Security and Family 
Support, Rutledge Q. Hutson said, "The current child welfare system lacks the capacity to address the 
needs of children who are abused or neglected, and the vast majority of federal resources to address 
these needs are available only after a child is removed from his or her home. " She called on the 
committee to make new investments and redirect existing resources.  

Source: CLASP  
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http://org2.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=lc%2FYN8%2Bh0CNVZadF6WXUAXmp8LrdzPat
http://org2.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=cksqnu%2BEQKnVVsUU21iFJHmp8LrdzPat
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 To develop strategies that impact the low-income population, it was decided to first seek to 
understand the scope of the challenges that existed. A focus group was conducted in order to 
acquire a better understanding of the perception of these challenges held by various community 
participants. 

A Focus group was conducted by CAC in July 2010. The focus group consisted of representatives 

from the following community organizations: 

Association of Community Services of Howard County 

Columbia Housing Corporation 

Family and Childrenôs Services of Central Maryland 

Foreign Born Information and Referral Network 

Grassroots Crisis Intervention Center 

Howard County Department of Social Services 

Howard County Mental Health Authority 

Howard County Public School System 

Legal Aid Bureau, Inc. 

The Judy Center 

At the focus group meeting, a brief overview of CACôs mission and program summary were 

presented by CAC President Bita Dayhoff. This was followed by a short presentation on the purpose 

of Community Needs Assessment, the importance of community and the work plan for the meeting. 

The community participants, members of the Board of Directors, and staff were divided into four 

groups. The following questions were presented to each group for discussion: 

Focus Group Questions  

What are the issues and challenges facing low -income families in our community? Consider 

who is affected and how they are affected. Are any of the issues related? How are they related? 

Consider how widespread these concerns are. 

What are the barriers to overcoming these challenges?  Consider what might oppose a personôs 

efforts to solve the problem. 

Identify resources for change and potential strategies to overcome these barriers. Consider 

what is working to help families.  Consider how this improves quality of life. How can we build on 

the community strengths? Consider resources that we may not be using. 

6: Focus Group and Survey Results  

Community Partners 




